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Chairman Genachowski,

I write to offer my support for eliminating blackout provisions that govern the broadcasting of
National Football League (NFL) games. My community is home to the Buffalo Bills which has
one ofthe longest histories in professional football dating back to 1960 when the Bills became a
charter member ofthe American Football League (AFL) and later joined the National Football
League as a charter member in 1970. Western New York has embraced and supported this
franchise since its creation and it continues to be an integral part of the New York State
economy.

The current rules that govern blacking out local broadcasting ofBills games affect Western New
York negatively. Especially during this severe recession it is difficult for fans in my district to
afford tickets to an NFL game. Families have had to cut back and the blackout rule denies those
in my community from being able to merely watch the team they have supported through their
investments oftime, consumer spending, and local tax dollars.

As one ofthe largest stadiums in the National Football League, Ralph Wilson Stadium has
seating for over 73,000. The blackout rules require that the stadium be sold out in order to
broadcast the game locally. The league average for attendance last year was 67,000. This
requires the Bills to sell 6,000 more tickets than the average team in one ofthe League's smaller
communities just to be shown on local television, and do so 72 hours before the game. I do not
believe this is fair to the people of my community and these rules have set a national mandate
rather than an individualized solution to local markets. The NFL should not punish my
community of Western New York merely because ofthe size ofthe stadium.

Last year the Buffalo Bills were subject to 3 blackouts. The Bills only played 7 home games this
year and denying fans from viewing almost half of them is unacceptable. My community

~ deserves a level playing field for the broadcasting of local sports teams. I urge that the Federal
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Communications Commission take a more aggressive stance on eliminating these inequalities
that disproportionately hurt Western New York.
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CHAIRMAN
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February 15,2012

The Honorable Brian Higgins
U.S. House of Representatives
2459 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Higgins:

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to reexamine the sports blackout rules.
Your views are very important and I will ensure that your letter is included in the record of the
relevant proceeding and considered as part of the Commission's review.

The Commission received a Petition for Rulemaking on November 11,20 I I, requesting
elimination of the sports blackout rules. The Sports Fans Coalition, Inc., Public Knowledge,
Media Access Project, National Consumer League, and the League of Fans assert in their petition
that sports economics and the technological means of distributing games have rendered these
rules obsolete. The Commission's Media Bureau released a Public Notice on January 12,2012,
requesting comment on the petition. The comment cycle closes February 28, and 1 look forward
to receiving the Bureau's recommendation after it has reviewed the record.

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if I can be of any further
assistance.

Sjncerely,

/'

Julius Genachowski
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